
The petite Hôtel Particulier 
Griffintown is a homespun get-
away at the epicentre of Montre-
al’s hip, progressive neighbour-
hood.

This is history in the making. 
The lodging establishment is a 
series of interconnected brick 
row houses that date to 1865. 
And it’s wedged between the his-
toric Horse Palace and the new 
city-within-a-city of towering 
glass condos.

L’Hôtel Particulier Griffintown 
operates as a B&B, but with an 
unusual formula.

“It is micro-lodging,” said 
Michael Marciano, who runs the 
place with his wife, Romy. “Most-
ly a home-away-from-home for 
small groups that take over the 
place or take several rooms at 
once. We could call it a ‘maison-
hôtel’ or a ‘home-hotel’.”

L’Hôtel Particulier has a maxi-
mum capacity of 16 people, so 
the Marcianos have been host to 
sports teams, wedding parties, 
families, corporate groups and 
girlfriend groups. Or, let’s say 
you have out-of-towners coming 
to Montreal for a special fam-
ily occasion and you don’t have 
space for them at home. The 

Marcianos will custom-fit lodg-
ing to suit them.

On my visit, I met a theatre 
troupe from Ottawa that had 
travelled here to attend Centaur 
Theatre, and a group of technol-
ogy wizards visiting for a confer-
ence at L’École de technologie 
supérieure (ÉTS), which is 
nearby. 
The scene: Formally, L’Hôtel 
Particulier Griffintown is a B&B. 
That means it has five lodging 
units, but the difference here 
is that each one is not simply 
a bedroom. Three of the units 
are apartments with kitchens/
kitchenettes and two are double 
suites. All have a mix of twin 
and queen beds. That makes for 
various configurations, all linked 
by staircases and each with a 
private entrance. You have to do 
the math.

“It’s a modular system,” said 
Marciano. “And we are flexible 
about putting the rooms together 
or separate.

“When all the doors are open, 
we have one big house and we 
often rent it out as whole.”

The B & B is rated three suns 
out of a possible five, so it’s well 
maintained, with an appealing 
“shabby-chic” elegance and a 
look of relaxed comfort. All the 
beds have white cotton duvets 
and most rooms have flat-screen 
TVs. To match the setting, there 
are vintage touches such as 
faded Kilim rugs, window shut-
ters recycled as headboards and 
dark wood beams against white 
walls.

“We tried to keep the soul of 
the place, with 300-year-old fire-
places and bare brick walls,” said 
Marciano. “Although we don’t yet 
operate the fireplaces, they add 
to the decor and mood.”

In summer, l’Hôtel Particulier 
has a small patio with a barbecue, 
and a table and chairs so guests 
can cook and mingle, or simply 
have morning coffee. And per-
haps there will be a calèche horse 
next door, munching hay.
Art: Marciano is a passionate art 
aficionado, so the B & B embod-
ies a cultural fix, too. L’Hôtel 
Particulier doubles as a gallery of 
constantly changing works, with 
a mix of modern and vintage “ob-
jets,” paintings and prints. His 
exposition is called Galerie HPG. 

Some pieces came from a 
nearby shop, Vermeil Montréal, 
where Diane Colucci sells an 
eclectic collection of contempo-
rary art and antique treasures 
such as crystal chandeliers, exot-
ic rugs, Art Deco furniture, china 
by Richard Ginori or Copeland 
Spode, and glassware by Limoges 
and Baccarat (Facebook/Vermeil 
Montréal).

L’Hôtel Particulier also has its 
own artist-in-residence — pho-
tographer Dani Hausman.  
These stark black and white 
images flash back to a gritty past, 
depicting the peeling underbelly 
of Montreal, after industrializa-
tion and before gentrification 
(danihausmann.com).
Breakfast: A popular bakery,  
La Bête à Pain, supplies break-
fast: juice, coffee and treats  

such as almond croissants, 
avocado toast or French toast 
with ricotta mousse and caramel 
(labeteapain.com). Guests have 
a choice of having their morn-
ing meal at the B & B or at the 
bakery, about a block away. There 
are coffee machines in the rooms 
— French press or espresso pods 
— to get you started. 
Neighbourhood: Griffintown 
developed during the 1800s as 
an industrial and working-class 
neighbourhood and is having a 
renaissance. In the 2000s, it has 
become the darling of down-
towners who enjoy the edgy new 
café-and-condo culture.

Griffintown and St-Henri are 

hopping with terrific restaurants 
and the Marcianos recommend 
a few, including Foiegwa, Le 
Richmond, Pizzeria Moretti or 
Vin Papillon.

And what only a year or two 
ago was an urban no man’s land 
has become a handy hub of ser-
vices. The revitalized corner of 
Peel and Wellington Sts. is home 
to pharmacies, banks, Adonis, 
Winners, an SAQ outlet, Dol-
larama, and the gorgeous home 
decor complex MUST Société, 
which embraces Maison Corbeil, 
Prune Les Fleurs, Studio Fillion, 
La Bête à Pain and in summer, 
Jardin de Ville (mustmaison.
com).

1865 ROW HOUSES REBORN 
AS UNIQUE GRIFFINTOWN B&B

Vintage touches reflect “the soul of the place.” The B&B also offers a  
cultural fix, doubling as an art gallery of constantly changing works. 

L’Hôtel Particulier Griffintown can host up to 16 guests in a flexible “modular system.”  P H O T O S :  L ’ H Ô T E L  PA RT I C U L I E R

R O C H E L L E  L A S H
C h e c k i n g  I n

L’Hôtel Particulier Griffin-
town: 438-402-5415,  
hpgmontreal.com; 1200 Ot-
tawa St., near de la Montagne, 
Griffintown/Montreal.
Price: Rates fluctuate and are 
approximate. The hotel can 
be rented for $1,200 a night, 
for up to 16 people; or $800 
for eight people. Individual 
rooms/suites start at $125-
$150 for two, including Wi-Fi, 
breakfast and coffee. Limited 
parking available, $15.
Tourism Montreal: 514-844-
5500, mtl.org.

I F  Y O U  G O

B8  S AT U R D AY,  M A R C H  3 ,  2 0 1 8   M O N T R E A L  G A Z E T T E T R A V E L

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
401 Dorset St, South Burlington, VT 05403, USA

www.greenmountainsuites.com
GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL

Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont and Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn.
Luxurious One-Bedroom King Suite starting at $109 weekdays and $119 weekends (2-night minimum required)

Includes Fireside Breakfast served each morning & Fireside Reception with Beer, Wine and Dinner (M-TR). Heated
Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility. Walking distance to University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and

the Church Street Marketplace. Promotional rate may not be available during select periods. Inventory for this
promotional rate is limited. Please contact hotel for more information

Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

VERMONT

VERMONT

SMART SUITES
www.smartsuitesburlington.com

1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality. Fall/Winter special: Studio Efficiency at US $85/night or a one bedroom suite at US $95/night including a deluxe
continental breakfast and free WIFI. Mention The Gazette special. Not valid with any other discounts and may not be available on certain week-

ends. Rates effective Nov 1, 2017 to April 1, 2018. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on
Rt 7/Shelburne Rd. for 1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.
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